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The major solar disturbances of August/September 1859 are commonly known as the 
Carrington event, following the observation on 01 September 1859 of a white light 
flare on the solar disc by two independent observers in London [1,2].  Australian 
newspapers of the day carried useful information about the events.  Bright auroras 
were seen at least as far north as Brisbane.  Telegraph services were disrupted in 
more southern regions and the magnetometer at Melbourne was greatly disturbed.  
No information has yet been uncovered from more northern areas of the country. 
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